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Our Autumn issue  
is finally here! 
This is our eighth issue 
and we have children 
sharing their experiences 
and stories about Missing 
Grandparents; Overcoming 
their Fears; and the World 
of Esports. We also have a 
very interesting story about 
Rockpooling written by 6 
year-old Marthy. There is 
also a heart-warming story 
by AR where he shares how 
him and his family coped 
during Lockdown when his 
mother became ill. For the 
first time, we also feature 
a fictional short story. As 
always, there are Book 
Recommendations and lots 
of fun pages and activities 
to keep you engaged. Thank 
you to all our amazing 
contributors and a special 
mention to our resident 
artist Mahnoor for the 
fantastic image on our  
Front Cover!
Please keep mentioning 
and sharing our magazine 
to your friends and 
family. It really means a 
lot when we read all the 
lovely comments that we 
receive on social media! We 
hope you keep enjoying 
HomeCool Kids for a long 
time to come.
Happy Reading!
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Friends,
dEar

We are a free digital magazine, written and produced by 
children. The magazine was originally created by two 

siblings from Birmingham, UK, in May 2020 and since then, 
we have been publishing experiences of children and presenting 

them in a fun and creative way. All our written content and some 
illustrations are produced by 8-14 year olds (however, we do have some 
grown-up help for editing, layout designing and social media management). 
The magazine is now run by a child-led editorial team with the aim to inspire 
children of all ages by celebrating their resilience and creativity. 
HomeCool Kids encourages a love for expression of ideas by giving children 
an opportunity to take pride in their words and images, giving them a 
platform to share their opinions about things that matter to them in ways 
which are comfortable for them.
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http://www.homecoolkiDs.com  
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join the Adventure
Do you have a  
story to tell? 

An interesting 
experience to share?

An artwork that  
you would like us  
to feature? 

A cool photograph 
that you’ve taken?

All you need to do is email us on  
homecoolkids@gmail.com or get in touch with us on 
social media twitter/fb/insta @homecoolkids
All our content is written by children and we love  
to publish submissions from our readers!

So, what are  
you waiting for?
Get in touch and 
join the team!
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Mind Matters

A s a small child, 
I was petrified 
of darkness. My 
friend once told 
me a story about 

an evil queen and whenever 
I was alone at night, my mind 
would instantly imagine a 
creepy, old woman in a dark 
cape. During the pandemic, I 
decided to overcome this fear.
 
I turned off all the lights and 
lowered the blinds. Initially, 
I was terrified of the new 
environment I had created 
and instantly regretted 
my decision. I closed my 
eyes and told myself that 
the door was right there 

By TRISHA RAVAL

I am an 11 year-old girl from 
Mumbai, India. I have always 
been afraid of the dark but, 
during the pandemic, I decided  
to overcome my fear 



and I could run out of it whenever I wanted to. Suddenly, I felt a rush 
of encouragement. Something told me that I could do it and so I did. I 
stayed in the dark and wandered around. I repeated this until my fear 
slowly vanished. 

Throughout the pandemic, all of us have had a lot of time to reflect. I 
realised that my fear 
of darkness had been 
nagging me for a 
couple of years and 
that it was time 
for me to face my 
fear head on. It is 
liberating to have 

overcome this and I 
have realised that it was 
all just a figment of my 
imagination. I think it is 
about time that we all 
try to overcome things 
that hold us back, as 
most of these fears are 
just in our minds. 

It was then that I 
decided to put my 
experience on paper. 
I wanted to show 
everyone that one can 
overcome their fears. 
This poem is linked to 
the dark and negative 
energy produced while 
fighting the deadly 
coronavirus and the 
accomplishments 
we have achieved by 
staying together. We 
have to experience the 
dark before the first 
sliver of light emerges.

Lying in bed at night,
That feeling that something  

isn’t quite right.
Something is going to  
creep out  

and catch me,
Used to force my eyes shut,  
too scared to see.

Making sure that someone is in the room,
To make me feel lighter and escape from the gloom.
Cold sweat covering my face, I would toss and turn,
Staring at the darkness, waiting for a fire to burn.

But I feel like I’m someone new,
Like I have a connection with the darkness  
I never knew.
The sun is setting, its golden rays glowing,
While the curtains are drawn, I’m still trying.
Hello darkness, how are you?

I feel like I am bullet–proof,
And have nothing to lose.
The chair was right there, only my imagination!
A whole brand–new empty station!

The pictures on the shelves,
They’re not creepy elves!
I’m just getting started,
Darkness, I don’t want to be parted.

When I’m old and frail, 
And it’s my turn to tell the tale.
All my mistakes I could mend,
When I said hello, to darkness my old friend.

So, turn off the lights and close your eyes,
The stars are still shining, no need to cry.
When the times comes, you will be ready,
To conquer the world, slow and steady.

Mind Matters

My Friend
DarknessHello
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I am 6 years-old 
and love all things 
related to science 
and nature. I am 
often found in the 
woods or amid rock 
pools. I recently 
went rockpooling 
with a marine 
biologist who is 
also my idol and 
role-model. I had a 
wonderful time and 
learnt a lot about 
marine animals

6
Science & Nature

By Marthy hill-Davis

of 
pools

Life
G

oing rockpooling with Marine Mumbles was 
really good. My mummy drove us up to St 
Andrew’s in Scotland; it was quite a long drive 
up there and I was really excited. We stayed 
in a small little cottage and my bedroom had a 

big cargo net that you could climb on; it was brilliant. There 
was an outdoor bath that was so cool and we saw rabbits 
when we were in the bath.



When we were driving 
to the beach, I didn’t 
know who I was going t 
meet but I hoped it was 
going to be Elizabeth 
from Marine Mumbles 
because she knows all 
about rockpooling and I 
follow her on Twitter. I was 
talking about her all the 
way there. When we arrived, 
my mummy said we had to 
wait for somebody to come 
and I was so excited. When 
Elizabeth first arrived, I said hi 
but didn’t realise it was her but 
when I knew it was her, I ran 
towards her straight away up  
a hill. I was so happy to meet  
her and I really wanted to give 
her a hug but didn’t because of 
the virus. 

We went down to the beach and 
the sea was out because the best 
time to go rockpooling is when the 
tide is out and the pools fill up with 
water and all kinds of creatures like 
hermit crabs, which are my favourite 
animal now, sea squirts, and sea 
anemones. We found too many 
animals to remember them all, but I 

know we found butter fish and pipe fish and you 
can tell the difference because pipe fish are 
long and look like a pipe of course!

Every single rockpool was 
full of crabs. If you are 
patient and wait for a 
while, they just come out 

and you can pick them 
up by holding them at the back or on the 
side using your first finger and thumb. Don’t 
panic! I have a fun fact about crabs, they 
cannot move their lower ‘thumb’ claw they 
can only move the top ‘finger’ claw. 

We lifted up a big rock and I found a 
starfish which I had never seen before. 
One time, with my mummy, we found an 

Science & Nature

Rockpools 
are pools of 

seawater 
between the 

rocks on a 
beach
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octopus in a rockpool and helped 
it back to the sea as it wasn’t very 
well, and when we saw it later on, 

it had changed colour and looked 
much better. 

When I go rockpooling I wear a pair 
of waders that come up to my shoulders 
so I can get in the water and even sit 
down if it’s not too deep, but you could 
just go in some wellies. It’s also a good 
idea to have a jumper or a hoodie with 
you, in case it’s a bit windy. We also carry 
a waterproof case for my parents phone 
so I can take pictures of the things I find.

My day with Marine Mumbles was so 
good it made me feel really happy and 
excited. I would definitely say that you 
should go rockpooling. I have learned so 
much about marine animals and about 
how important it is to look after them. I 
love it and you might love it too!

Science & Nature

Can you identify these 
marine animals that I found 

during my rockpooling 
adventure?

1 2

4

65

7
8

9

3

Answers on pg 27
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For some, summer holidays are 
just about relaxing and visiting 
new places but for me, summer 

holidays are the only time when 
I can visit my grandparents who 

live in India. The pandemic means 
I haven’t been able to see them 

in two years. I miss them and my 
holidays have not been the same

9
Our Feelings

I haven’t seen my grandparents in a while, 
Because they live away, miles and miles, 
Holidays for me were a time to visit,
But this pandemic has made me miss it. 

The only way we communicate,
Is through video calls to this date,
But it isn’t quite the same,
This pandemic is so insane.

They miss me too, they tell me everyday,
Lots of celebrations have been put at bay,
They can’t come here, I can’t go there,
This pandemic is a nightmare.

I’ve missed playing with my cousins,
And all the family by the dozens,
I’ve missed their hugs and their kisses,
This pandemic is making me livid.

I can’t wait to get on a plane,
To see them and meet them once again,
And I just can’t wait to be there,
This pandemic just does not care!

Holidays
APART By Xai s
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Family Love

I will remember 2020 not 
only as the year of the 
pandemic but also the 

year when my mum was 
diagnosed with cancer. 

They were both major 
events in my life. My 

mum has fully  
recovered now.  

I hope that my experience 
and how I coped with 

both Lockdown and 
her illness during the 

Covid-19 pandemic will 
motivate other children 

to stay positive during 
difficult situations

B ack in June 2020, during the 
first Lockdown, my mum was 
diagnosed with cancer. At first, she 
did not tell me anything, but I was 
a bit suspicious as she suddenly 

started receiving a lot of flowers from friends 
and family. She eventually told me a week 
before her first operation. At first, I was really 
shocked. Later, I was worried that I might not 
see her for a while because she would be in 
hospital. This upset me, but I did my best to 
stay positive. My younger brother was also 
very distressed and kept asking me when 
mum would have to go to hospital. He and my 
little sister were really scared and upset. It was 
difficult, but I stayed strong for them.

This was the first time I had ever seen 
someone with cancer. When my mum went 
to the hospital to be treated, she didn’t come 
back for a long time, and I felt very worried 
about her. When she came back, everyone was 

together
BEATING IT 

By ar



relieved. We bought her gifts as she’d had so 
many operations. 

For the first few days she could barely walk, so 
she stayed in bed while she recovered. During 
that time I made her a cup of tea every morning 
and also made breakfast for my siblings and 
made sure that I looked after them. My dad and I 
also did all the chores around the house. Friends 
and family often brought us 
food that they had cooked, 
and I am thankful to them for 
helping us during that period. In 
a way I am glad that we faced 
this during Lockdown as I didn’t 
have to go to school and my dad 
was working from home. This 
enabled us to focus on looking 
after my mum and siblings.

Since my mum received 
treatment from the hospital 
every three weeks, she had 
time in-between to regain her 
strength and could walk again. 
However, after her treatment, 
she had to rest for another 
few days. It was like a loop of 
gaining her strength and then 
losing it again and again. The 
medicine was supposed to kill 
the cancerous cells, but it also 
destroyed some good cells 
affecting her immune system 
and draining her strength and 
she also lost her hair as a side 
effect. 

Her treatment occurred from 
November 2020 all the way to March 2021.  
After that, everything began to return to normal. 
My mum is still bald, but her hair is slowly 
growing back. She has resumed her normal 
activities and everything seems okay now. I hope 
I will never have to experience something as 
terrible as this again. 

I would like to thank 
the NHS for taking 

care of my mum whilst 
she was ill. I also have 

a message for other 
children going through 

a similar experience 
- “The best thing to 

do is to try and be 
positive and think 

about whatever makes 
you happy. Also check 

up on your family 
members to see how 

they’re coping and 
support them as much 

as you can.”

Family Love



I am 14 years-old and the 
author of this story. In my 
free time, I love going for 

walks by my local river, 
drawing and creating videos, 

and of course story writing! 
This one is especially 

important to me as I wrote it 
during Lockdown to help me 

escape the situation we were 
all in. I hope you like it as 

much as I do

Story Time

T
hey sat in a circle, in 
the top-most turret 
of a crumbling castle. 
It was a cool and 
cloudy night, and the 

only light for miles was that of 
their glowing, glass-like wands. 
They were completely alone, 
or so they assumed. Nobody 
noticed the small things, like 
the weather; not on a night 
like this. They were completely 
focused on the situation at 
hand. Something terrible had 
happened, and they needed to 

Went?
Jacquie
Where

By AndreA White
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fix it. Ellowyn, Ellis, Averly and Rowan all huddled under the 
wand-light, whispering. So focused, they missed the loud, 
ominous footsteps coming straight towards them.

The door burst open with such a loud clang the group sprang 
a mile into the air before spinning around. “HARMONY!” 
Rowan yelled, before breathing a sigh of relief as it was just 
his twin sister. 

“Don’t scare us like that!” Ellis protested. 

“I’m sorry,” Harmony rolled her eyes, not in the slightest 
bit sorry. “But I have information,” she stated plainly. The group 
exchanged glances. 

“Sit down, then,” Ellowyn sighed, gesturing to the group. 

“It’s getting worse,” she stated. “They’re all staying indoors 
now.” There was a small gasp. 

“It’s that bad?” 

Averly folded her arms. “Don’t tell me you’ve actually been to 
the Markless world, without proper protection?” 

Harmony huffed. “Well someone had too, and besides, I didn’t 
get close to anyone.” 

Ellowyn cast an anxious glance at them all, “Harmony, I told you to be 
careful. We can’t afford to get into trouble here, and you know that.” 

“Yeah, yeah,” Harmony waved her hand dismissively. “Do you want 
the rest of the information or not? It’s why you guys keep me around, 
right?” 

“Yes!” Ellis got up, “What else do you know?” 

“The humans are worried. There’s a lot going on, the virus is out of 
control. I also saw Jacquie leaving the castle grounds yesterday.” 

“WHAT?!“ Everyone gasped, giving each other anxious glances.

“Oh please,” Rowan hissed, “You can’t trust a word she says.” He 
pointed a finger at Harmony; “I’d rather be infected than trust her. Not 
to mention, it was Jacquie. She’s a goodie-two-shoes; she’d rather be 
hung upside down by her ankles than break school rules!” 

“Rowan, Don’t be so mean,” Averly folded her arms. “Anyway, why 
would Harmony lie to us? If she saw Jacquie, it was her.” 

“Are you sure?,” Ellowyn asked. “Everyone knows that due to all this 
going on, we’re supposed to stay in the grounds.” 

page
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Harmony nodded the affirmative. “It was her!” 

The distant clock struck midnight with 12 ominous chimes, 
echoing over the abandoned fields and ringing throughout 
the castle. “It’s late. Please can we go?” Ellis whispered. “Have I 

mentioned this place gives me the creeps?” They all got up. 

“OK, listen. Jacquie’s dorm is on the way to mine. I’ll see if 
she’s there. If not…” Ellowyn’s  voice faded away. “We need 
to find out why,” she nodded, as they began to descend 
the castle steps with a swish of their cloaks.

Ellowyn crept into the east wing dormitory that night, 
only to find that Harmony was right. Jacquie had 
disappeared. The quilt lay flat on her scrunched 
mattress, and the pillow was still damp from tears. 
Ellowyn’s hand clasped around a smooth piece of 
paper, hidden under the blankets. She retreated, pocketing 

the note. Softly closing the door with a click, she wandered 
down the lost corridors, thinking.  All the lamps were burning a low, 
yellowy orange light, and she could just make out the scrawled and 
blotchy handwriting on the note.

 

So she had left to take care of her family, Ellowyn thought, ‘Wow, I 
had no idea…’

The next night, Ellowyn called another meeting in the abandoned 
turret where she explained the situation. 

“No way!” 

“She’s been leaving and we haven’t noticed?” 

“Guys, look, there’s a P.S…” 

page
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Out & About

MuseumA DAy in the By Xai s

Our recent visit to Thinktank was full of fun and learning

A t the start of the summer holidays, Mahnoor and 
I (with our mums) planned a visit to the Thinktank 
– our first visit to any museum since the pandemic 
began. We were very excited but it was not so easy. 
The first time we tried to go, someone in our class 

bubble got Covid and our visit had to be postponed. We were sad 
but we were sure it couldn’t be postponed again. Could it? Two 
weeks later, Mahnoor got Covid...sad, sad, sad, and our visit had 
to be postponed yet again. So, you can imagine when we finally 
went to Thinktank, our enthusiasm was at its peak!



The differences were noticeable 
straight-away – the usually quiet 
Millenium Point where Thinktank 
is based was bustling with activity 
as a Covid-19 vaccination centre 
but we made our way easily to the 
entrance on the 1st floor.  

Admittance was fairly quick and 
because tickets have a timed 
entry, it was not too crowded at 
the entrance. We decided to start 
our tour from the ground floor. We 
loved the Smethwick engine and 
waited 8 mins for it to fill up again! 
The place was full of families and 
children like us but everybody was 
very careful about social distancing 
rules. From here, we went to the exhibit 
named: “Our Changing Planet” because 
Mahnoor’s little brother wanted to see 
the dinosaurs. We also watched the 
planetarium show called Ice Worlds. 
Mahnoor’s mum was so tired she used 
that 15 minutes to catch a power nap, 
which was funny.

Out & About

We decided to start  
our tour from the 
ground floor. We loved 
the Smethwick engine 
and waited 8 mins 
for it to fill up again! 
The place was full of 
families and children 
like us but everybody 
was very careful about 
social distancing rules
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Out & About

Now to the highlights of our day; the first one 
would definitely be the amazing lunch at the 
cafe. The pizza was yummy and the staff were very 
nice and helpful. The second and the major reason for 
our visit was the Life on Lockdown exhibition on the 2nd floor 
which also displays some pages of our magazine and our very 
first front cover. Did you know that I was one of the models on that 

cover? There is also a short film about life under 
lockdown that you can watch there as part of the 
exhibition. Mahnoor and I were privileged to give a 
voice-over for that film and watching it there was 

really special. 
So when you do 
visit Thinktank, 
definitely check 
out the exhibition. 
We spent the last 
hour at Mini Brum 
and had a lot of 
fun going up and 
down the big slide 
before heading to 

the Science Garden outside. Although it was raining, 
we still had a great time playing on the hamster 
wheel and I especially enjoyed the singling bowls.

All in all, it was a tremendous visit and a fantastic 
day out and we learnt a lot too!

One of the 
highlights of 
our visit was 

the Life under  
Lockdown 
exhibition 
on the 2nd 

floor that also 
displays some 

pages of our 
magazine and 
our very first 

front cover
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While most of us play  
video games for fun,  

some people play games 
professionally. These games,  

called Esports, are typically 
multiplayer and are played 

competitively for spectators

page
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Esports
The World of

By WILLIAM P

T he world of Esports has 
exploded since the pandemic 
began as more people have 
been stuck in the house looking 
for new things to try. Esports is not 

just playing Fifa football against your friend; 
it also includes first-person titles like Fortnite. 
Esports is big business with teams competing 
in competitions around the globe. These teams 



are normally sponsored by large computer and 
streaming/gaming companies and compete for 
cash prizes and bragging rights. 

Although I have never tried Esports myself, I wanted 
to know more about this genre of gaming so I 
interviewed Dan Hawkins from the racing-game 
publishing company Codemasters to find out 
more. Dan has an interesting job which is to help 
plan each F1 Esports Series and make them 
engaging for fans. I asked Dan how Esports have 
changed since the pandemic and he replied,  
“Esports has definitely changed since the 

pandemic began. 
More and more 
people are picking 
up a racing game and 
diving into the racing scene 
by watching Esports. People are at 
home more because of Covid so are  
gaming more and are using games as a 
way to socialise. I also asked him how 
he saw the future of Esports and he 
said: “I see people taking Esports much 
more seriously now, due to the coverage 
during the pandemic.”

As his job deals with F1, I also asked 
him about his favourite F1 driver. “Lewis 
Hamilton as my idol; but Sebastian 
Vettel as the nicest 
driver on the grid, 
he would take time 
out of his busy day 
to entertain the 
kids and talk to 
fans. [He is] A real 
genuine guy.”

I myself enjoy 
playing for my own 

fun and will leave the Esports to the professionals but 
if you decide to get involved, please do so under your 
parent’s or guardian’s supervision. Also, remember to 
check the age appropriateness of the games you play 
and always keep in mind what we learn about online 
safety at school.

China has reCenTly 
resTriCTed Children 

under The age of 
18 from playing 

online games during 
Weekdays. under 
neW regulaTions 

announCed in augusT, 
Children in China are 

alloWed only an hour 
of online game Time 
beTWeen 8-9 pm on 

friday, Weekends and 
public holidays!

“People are 
at home more 

because of  
Covid so are  

gaming more  
and are using 

games as a way 
to socialise.”

Gaming Zone page
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Summer Staycations

A nd finally, we were heading to 
North Wales! After what 
felt like almost 
a year of being 
locked down, I was 

bubbling with excitement as we 
launched off! I was also excited to meet up with 
my cousins again after so long. We stopped off for 
lunch on the way and that’s when I really felt the 
holiday had started. 

Unfortunately we had a hiccup at our 
accommodation, which wasn’t as expected, and it 
meant we had to stay in a Hotel in Chester instead of 
in Wales. We had still got our trips booked in Wales, so 
we crossed the England/Wales border several times 
that week. Despite this hiccup, it didn’t affect our 

enthusiasm. 

First on our list was the Caernarfon Castle! 
Caernarfon Castle is recognised around the 

WalesWonderful

By Shaanti K

Our trip was 
full of fun, 
adventures 

and 
excitement...



world as one of the greatest buildings of the Middle Ages. It is also 
remembered for where Prince Charles was bestowed his title of The 
Prince of Wales!

Next in our itinerary was a trip to Llandudno beach where we played 
in the sand and ate fish and chips whilst walking up the pier - the 
seagulls didn’t get a look in. We even managed to a spot a local 
celebrity - the renowned King’s Heath Monkey Man on the pier - now 
known as the Llandudno Monkey Man. We stopped to chat with him 
and he was beaming with 
happiness. It was just so lovely 
to be back out and about 
again, to hear the seagulls 
squawking, feel the sand 
between my toes and go for 
a splash. Everyone seemed 
relaxed and it felt like a return 
to some sort of normality.

Another day, another 
adventure …Snowdonia, where 
we boarded a train and took 
in the picturesque views as 
we went up Mount Snowdon! 
The view was amazing and 
we stopped for a wander near 
the top.  We were very lucky 
with hot, sunny weather which 
made our memories even more 
glorious. My Dad and Uncle 

Summer Staycations

It was just so 
lovely to be back 

out and about  
again, to hear 

the seagulls 
squawking, feel  

the sand between 
my toes and go  

for a splash
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decided not to join us on the train 
journey back down, but walked back 
down instead.  They thought it was a 
great idea at the time but they ached the 
next couple of days!

After travelling back and forth, we spent the next 
day chilling and exploring Chester by boat and 
on foot. In the evening, we went to a Japanese 
Teppanyaki restaurant, where we all gathered 
around a big table and watched entertaining chefs 
cook our food in front of us who even made us catch 
sliced potatoes in our mouths – it was quite tricky! We 
had lots of fun and laughs that night as the staff kept 
playing tricks on us.

The next day saw us heading off to Zip World-  a 
place full of adventurous activities! We had booked 
several activities, such as the Fforest Coaster, Treetop 
Nets and Tree Hoppers but unfortunately we only got 
to do one due to the weather! There was an almighty 
thunderstorm which lasted forever it seemed. As there 
would be heavy delays, we decided to leave and try 
to visit again another day. At least we got to do the 
Tree Hoppers which was so much fun, bouncing on 
trampolines up high in the trees! It was quite exciting 

being huddled in the cafe hut with hot chocolates as the thunderstorm 
passed through too.

On the last day, we decided to walk from Chester 
(England) all the way to Wales! It took us quite 
a long time to get to Wales as we accidentally 
went the wrong way! About half-way through 
we stopped off for a quick lunch and before we 
knew it we had arrived in Wales! It was so much 
fun stepping from one country to another and 
back!  According to our Fitbits we had walked over 
25,000 steps!

I was definitely ready to put my feet up after 
that. We had such a thrilling, fun time in Wales! 
We said our sad goodbyes and departed back 
home!  I can’t wait to come back again and would 
recommend all the above!!

Summer Staycations

Everyone 
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to some  
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I am a budding 
ornithologist as I love 

birds and one  
of my favourite birds 

are the Blue Tits
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Bird Watching

I adore Blue Tits, with their 
fluffy blue caps and jet-black 
stripes over their eyes. Quite 
a few visit my garden, with 
their see-see-see-se-se-se-se 

call. Blue Tits are a very common 
bird and are found throughout the 
UK in gardens and forests. Have 
you seen any in your garden?
 
Blue Tits are small birds, 
measuring around 12 
cm in length. Their 
blue caps, black 
stripes and bright 
yellow bellies make 
them very memorable 
little creatures. Their 
backs are a greeny-blue 
colour, and the wings are 

Blue tits
beautiful

By Lauren P

 around  
12 cm



1) The bird that loves showing off?
2) The black and white bird that loves snow?
3) The fastest flying bird in the world?
4) The bird that can fly backwards?

blue with one white wing-bar. The 
males tend to be brighter, especially 
on their backs where the blue is. my 
theory is that the males are brighter 
as it helps them mate and gain a 
partner’s interest.
 
Their favourite food is sunflower 
seeds, but they will also eat (husked) 
peanuts, and occasionally niger 
seeds. A series of nest boxes will  
help these species; though don’t put 
these too close together, as many 
birds can be very aggressive when 
raising young!
 
I like to watch them out of my 
bedroom window in my free time 
- I get a great view from it into my 
neighbour’s garden. They act very 
quickly, visiting feeders and then 
dashing off to eat what they’ve 
pecked up. In flight, if you see a flash 
of blue, it might – might be a Blue Tit.
 
A few months ago, I visited National 
Trust’s Baddesley clinton with my 
grandparents and my sister. When 
we were just entering the manor 
house, I saw a shadow that I knew 
belonged to a bird; it was fast, small, 
and flittery. So I looked to see if I 
could catch a glimpse of it; and there, 
by the overhang of a roof on a nearby 
building, was a Blue Tit. And then, it 
went into a hole right next to where 
it had landed. I knew - it had to be a 
nest! And for me, that made my day.

To know more about Blue Tits and  
other birds, you can visit:
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/
wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/blue-tit/

bird Quiz
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Answers: 1) PeAcock 2) Penguin 3) The Peregrine FAlcon 4) hummingbirds



Head Kid  
by David Baddiel (9+)
In this humorous 
tale of student 
versus teacher, 
everything 
goes wrong 
when 
mischievous 
Ryan and new 
headteacher, 
Mr Carter, swap 
bodies! Mr Carter 
is furious and 
attempts to make 
“Ryan” appear 
serious. Meanwhile, 

Ryan is overjoyed at his opportunity to take 
over the school as the headteacher. Soon the 
school is in chaos; Ryan and Mr Carter must 
work together to save the school before it is 
shut down.

The Explorer  
by Katherine Rundell (9+)
After their plane crashes in the Amazon 
Rainforest, a group of children find themselves 
stranded. In order to find a way out, they must 
learn to work together despite their differences. 
They begin to spot traces of another human 
inhabitant and then they find a map that 
leads them on a new adventure. The Explorer 
has several unexpected twists and turns 
which it an interesting and entertaining read.

Welcome back to my Book 
Recommendations page. I am 14 years-old 

and co-creator of The Young Press blog 
where, among other things, I recommend 

children and young adult books that I 
have read and enjoyed. I love to share 

my passion for reading and want to 
encourage other young people to read 

more. Reading is a great way to develop 
empathy and gain a greater understand  

of other people. I hope you like my 
selection of books in this edition - 

focusing on fun and new beginnings

Autumn
ADvEnTuREs
By Mia @theyoungpress

Reading Corner
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The Children of  
Castle Rock  
by natasha Farrant (9+)
When Alice and her family 
move house, her aunt sends 
her to a Scottish boarding 
school. Alice finds herself in a 
strange, remote place, unlike 
anywhere she has ever been. 
She longs for an adventure and 
is determined to find one. Her 
chance soon arises in the form of 
The Great Orienteering Challenge 

- all she has to do is convince her new 
friends to help. This is an awesome 
mysterious adventure guaranteed to 
keep you engaged right until the end.

Otherland  
by Louie stowell (9+)

When Myra and Rohan’s birthday 
goes wrong again, Rohan’s little sister 

is stolen by fairies. Rohan and Myra 
must travel to Otherland to save her. 

But can they complete the Queen’s 
three challenges in a world where 
nothing is as it seems? Join Myra and 
Rohan as they journey through a place 
full of magic, mishaps and mystery.

India smythe stand up  
by sarah Govett (12+)
Being a modern teenager can be 
challenging, especially when your 
parents are as embarrassing as India’s. 
This hilarious book, as well as the 
sequel India Smythe in Love?, follows 
14 year old India as she tries to fit 
in, whilst navigating the 

teenage world. But 
it’s difficult to know 
who you are when 
you constantly 
receive conflicting 
messages from your 
parents, friends and 
teachers!

The small size of 
the book is perfect 
for little hands. 
The glossy, bright 
cover grabs your 
attention and 
there are beautiful 
and colourful 
illustrations on 
all pages. The 
story starts quite 
normally with 
Jackie (the main 
character) having 
her birthday party. 
However, she 
soon receives an 
unexpected guest, 
which is when the 
party plans change.  
I did guess the 
ending, but I still 
enjoyed the story 
with all its funny 
parts. I would 
recommend this 
book for ages 
3-5. 

Reading Corner

Reading
TO ImpROvE yOuR spELLInG 

AnD COmpREHEnsIOn 
sKILLs, TRy LIsTEnInG TO An 
AuDIOBOOK wHILsT READInG 
THE BOOK AT THE sAmE TImE

TIp

Reviewed by prisha K

Colin Ridyard’s, 
Eddie the Elephant 
and the Birthday 
party

For more book recommendations, check out mia’s blog www.theyougpressblogger.wordpress.com
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Chiton

Crangon

Answers
IdentIfy these  

mArIne AnImAls  
(Pg 8)

create
& code

1.  First cut out two medium-sized 
 circles (can be the same or  
	 different	colour)
2.  Then, tape over them on both sides,  
 like laminating them
3.  Fold them so the circles have 
 creases splitting it into quarters
4.  Draw a small dot in the centre of  
 the circle
5.  Cut a small slit on one of the  
 four creases
6.  Glue and put it together like a cone
7.  Place your cones on a piece of 
 cardboard and draw around them
8.  Draw a simple dimple template  
	 (like	a	figure	of	eight)	around	 
 your circles
9.		 Cut	it	out	(leaving	the	circles	open)
10.  Make sure you have two simple 
 dimple templates
11.  Sellotape in the two cones on one 
 of the simple dimple template
12. Glue on the other remaining simple 
 dimple template on the other side
13.  Make two more simple dimple 
	 templates	(from	white	paper)	and 
 glue them on to the two sides to 
 make the simple dimple stronger
14. Now you have your simple  
 dimple made!

How to make a  
Simple Dimple –  
your very own  
fidget toy 1

2

4

6

5

7

8

9

3

Pipefish

Brittlestar

Butterfish

Common 
Prawn

Hermit Crab

Sea Animone

Starfish
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Helo
Gwyliau
Nofio
GwylaNod
Gwesty
tywod
Cymru
traetH
CoedwiG

ddraiG
aNtur
CefNfor
Hwyl
sGlodioN
HufeN ia
myNyddoedd
PysGod
Castell

create
& code

© thewordsearch.com

welsh word seArch

Helo  HelloGwyliau HolidayNofio swimmiNGGwylaNod seaGullsGwesty Hoteltywod saNdCymru  walestraetH beaCHCoedwiG forestddraiG draGoNaNtur adveNtureCefNfor oCeaNHwyl byesGlodioN CHiPsHufeN ia iCe CreammyNyddoedd mouNtaiNsPysGod fisHCastell Castle

Meanings of Welsh Words
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Loved holidaying in Wales during this Summer of 
Staycations? Here is a chance for you to test your | 
Welsh vocabulary. Can you find these Welsh words  
in the Word Search below?  
Do you know what they mean?

Ot. cpf Otu. fetunga, qh pwOdgthqwt,  
Rtkxgv ftkxg, ygtg Rtqw vq uca vjca ygtg 
Rgthgevna pqtOcn, vjcpm aqw xgta Owej

Answers on pAge 29

(Hint: it’s tHe first two sentences of a very very popular  
cHildren’s book. X1 Has encoded it using basic caesar cipHer).

Love code breaking? Can you crack this one?

Fun Factor
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Schools are back on and we are 
loving being with our friends again. 
To celebrate, our very own future 
pop-star has recommended her 
favourite Back to School songs. 
Hope you enjoy listening to  
them. Which other songs  
would you add to  
this list?

FiFteen by  

Taylor  

SwifT
We’re all  

in this  

together by

HSM

young, dumb  

and broke by 

KHalid

Cool kids by  

EcHoSMiTH

i’m just  

a kid by 

SiMPlE 

PlaN

fuN
We are  

young by

© thewordsearch.com

solution: word seArch

Answers: code BreAKing
“mR and mRs duRsley,  
Of numbeR fOuR pRivet dRive, 
weRe pROud tO say that they 
weRe peRfectly nORmal,  
thank yOu veRy much.” 
fROm haRRy pOtteR and the 
philOsOpheR’s stOne

got a story or artWork? 
we woUld loVe to feAtUre It In homecool KIds

it’s very easy to get involved. Just send us an email on  
homecoolkids@gmail.com (with your parents’/guardian’s permission) and we will be in touch! 

You can find out more on our website www.homecoolkids.com

Fun Factor



for Children’s VoiCes

Email us your responses to homecoolkids@gmail.com by Nov 30, 2021 for a chance to 
see them published in the next issue of our magazine! The ideas will also be shared on 
online at www.thechildrensvoice.net.

About the Children’s VoiCe: We aim to amplify young people’s voices and wisdom (like 
yours!) by sharing their ideas and insights on how we can be a more compassionate, connected 
and sustainable world. 
As well as sharing your ideas in our online gallery to inspire grassroots action, we hope  
to feed them back to policy makers and organisations to enable wide-spread transformation. 
Healthy planet, rebooting education, future cities…we ask, what do you think?
Together, we can make a difference.

www.homecoolkids.com  |   www.thechildrensvoice.net

How have you developed friendships in a new school?
Do you have any tips or tricks that you would like to 
share with us?

Your  
Views  
Matter! 
Tell us  
whaT  
You  
Think


